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INTRODUCTION

So far as is known, this is the first attempt to compile a bibliography of literature relating to the religious
aspects of the First World War in Great Britain (including Ireland). However, to retain focus, it is
deliberately selective in coverage, not least chronologically, concentrating on the output of the last half-
century, during which there has been a wealth of research. In no small measure, this reflects the catalyst
provided by Stuart Mews, whose MA and PhD theses (respectively written in 1967 and 1973) were
landmark studies which have enduring significance. Regrettably, these have yet to result in a major book
by him on the subject, although he has penned several essays.

The bibliography is intentionally limited in other ways, too. In terms of format, its emphasis is upon
printed books, book chapters, journal articles, and theses. It thus excludes manuscripts, audio-visual
materials, newspaper articles, and internet sites. Also omitted are dramatic or fictional works or those
aimed at a juvenile audience.

Autobiographies (including editions of journals, diaries, and correspondence) and biographies have only
been included where the primary focus is on the period of the First World War and there is significant
religious content. The items in this listing thus represent just a tiny fraction of the published universe.
For subjects who served with the British forces, Tom Donovan’s In Memoriam: A Bibliography of the
Personal Memorial Volumes of the Great War, 1914-1918 (Brighton: Tom Donovan Editions, 2015) is
a useful starting-point for further investigation. Edward Lengel’s World War 1 Memories: An Annotated
Bibliography of Personal Accounts Published in English since 1919 (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press,
2004) has an international scope.

Two other aspects of the First World War are similarly treated rather selectively: pacifism and
conscientious objection; and post-war commemoration and memorialization. Both had important, albeit
far from exclusively, religious components, which explicitly or implicitly run through much of the
published literature on these topics. The selection has again been confined to works entirely devoted to
these religious aspects or with specific sub-sections dealing with them. More general treatments can
often be traced through Barry Wintour’s Britain and the Great War, 1914-1918: A Subject Bibliography
of Some Selected Aspects (Englefield Green: Greenengle Publishing, 2014), which contains an especially
extensive part 4 (341-429) on remembering the war.

Wintour (Appendix 1.1, 430-9) further records various bibliographical tools available for the study of
the First World War. The standard bibliographies include: Cyril Bentham Falls, War Books: An
Annotated Bibliography of Books about the Great War (new edition, with additional entries by Robert
John Wyatt, London: Greenhill Books, 1989); Alfred George Sidney Enser, A Subject Bibliography of
the First World War: Books in English, 1914-1987 ([second edition], Aldershot: Gower, 1990); and
Jason Kovacs and Brian Osborne, A Bibliography: The Great War (1914-1918) (Halifax, NS: World
Heritage Tourism Research Network, 2014). All three are international in coverage, as is the dynamic
online bibliography maintained by the International Society for First World War Studies at
http://www.firstworldwarstudies.org/bibliography.php

This bibliography will be updated periodically. The compiler would be pleased to receive details of
additional items for possible listing. He can be contacted at c.d.field@bham.ac.uk
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Boniface, Xavier, Histoire religieuse de la Grande Guerre, [Paris]: Librairie Arthéme Fayard,
2014, 494p.
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Great War, London: HarperCollins, 2005, 425-60.

Gregory, Adrian, ‘Beliefs and Religion’, in The Cambridge History of the First World War,
Volume 11I: Civil Society, edited by Jay Murray Winter, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2014, 418-44, 678-9.

Gregory, Adrian and Becker, Annette, ‘Religious Sites and Practices’, in Capital Cities at War:
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and Jean-Louis Robert, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007, 383-427.

Hall, Douglas John, ‘““The Great War” and the Theologians’, in The Twentieth Century: A
Theological Overview, edited by Gregory Baum, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999, 3-13.
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Lion Books, 2014, ix + 438p.
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War and Society, 5(1), 1987, 23-44.
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British and German Armies, 1914-1919°, DPhil thesis, University of Oxford, 2005, 361p.
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University Press, 2006, 131-50.

See also 227-9, 294, 392

Great Britain

13.

14.

Bailey, Charles Edward, ‘The British Protestant Theologians in the First World War:
Germanophobia Unleashed’, Harvard Theological Review, 77(2), 1984, 195-221.

Broom, John, Fight the Good Fight: Voices of Faith from the First World War, Barnsley: Pen &
Sword Military, 2015, xiii + 226p.



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27,

28.

29.

30.

31.

FIELD, BRITISH RELIGION AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Brown, Callum Graham, Religion and Society in Twentieth-Century Britain, Harlow: Pearson,
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Clark, Cecil Henry Douglas, God within the Shadow: The Divine Hand in the First and Second
Great Wars of the Twentieth Century, London: Regency Press, 1970, 33-67.

Clements, Keith W., We Will Remember, London: Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, 2014,
111p.

Field, Clive Douglas, ‘Keeping the Spiritual Home Fires Burning: Religious Belonging in Britain
during the First World War’, War and Society, 33(4), 2014, 244-68.

Gregory, Adrian, The Last Great War: British Society and the First World War, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008, 152-86.
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MA thesis, University of Leeds, 1967, [6] + 329p.

Mews, Stuart Paul, ‘Religion and English Society in the First World War’, PhD thesis, University
of Cambridge, 1973, 351p.

Mews, Stuart Paul, ‘Urban Problems and Rural Solutions: Drink and Disestablishment in the First
World War’, in The Church in Town and Countryside, edited by Derek Baker, Studies in Church
History, 16, Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1979, 449-76.

Robbins, Keith Gilbert, ‘Britain, British Christians, the Holy See, and the First World War’, in
‘Inutile strage’: I cattolici e la Sante Sede nella Prima Guerra Mondiale — Raccolta di studi in
occasione del centenario dello scoppio della Prima Guerra Mondiale (1914-2014), edited by
Lorenzo Botrugno, Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2016, 143-57.

Robbins, Keith Gilbert, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales: The Christian Church, 1900-2000,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008, 96-151.

Robbins, Keith Gilbert, ‘Reconciliation? Democracy, Peacemaking, and the Churches in Britain in
1918/19°, in Glaube, Freiheit, Diktatur: Festschrift fir Gerhard Besier zum 60. Geburtstag, edited
by Katarzyna Stoklosa and Andrea Striibind, Goéttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2007, 321-36.
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the First World War’, Anglican and Episcopal History, 85(1), 2016, 24-62.

Beaken, Robert William Frederick, The Church of England and the Home Front, 1914-1918:
Civilians, Soldiers, and Religion in Wartime Colchester, Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2015, xvi +
272p.

Beaken, Robert William Frederick, ‘Wartime Religion in a Garrison Town: The Parish Churches
of Colchester during the Great War, 1914-1918°, MA thesis, Lambeth Palace, 2000, 8 + 234p.

Bell, Stuart Andrew, ‘The Church and the First World War’, in God and War: The Church of
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